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The jealous king and the ungrateful prince, Part 1
southern recension of VI
In the city of Vigala there was a very heroic king named Nanda.
By his powerful arm he had brought to his own majestic feet all rival
princes, and ruled with undisputed sovereignty. He had a minister
Bahugruta, and a son Jayapala, who knew the use of all the thirty-six
kinds of offensive weapons. This king had a wife named Bhanumatl,
who was very dear to him; enraptured by her he continually gave
himself over to the pleasures of love. Whenever he mounted his
throne he had Bhanumatl sit beside him. He could not endure sepa-
ration from her even for a minute. One time the minister reflected:
" This king is immodest, in that he seats a woman upon his throne in
the public assembly, and all the people see her. This is most unseemly.
A man who is in love does not know what is seemly and what is un-
seemly. For:
1.	Have not then the heavenly nymphs eyes like blue water-
lilies, that the King of the Gods [Indra] courted the hermit-
woman Ahalya ?   When the heart is burning in the fire of love
like a straw hut, who knows the fitting from the unfitting, how-
ever wise he may be ?
And moreover: only so long as a man is not pierst by the dart-like
glances of women does he keep his poise and firmness.   And they say:
2.	Only until a man finds [kal-] his heart smitten with glances,
gleaming like the waves on the shore of the milky sea, from the
long quivering eyes of capricious women — only so long does lie
maintain his poise and still the trepidation of his soul;  only so
long do the accepted principles of knowledge [siddhantasutra],
the one supreme light of the whole earth, shine in his heart.
Oh the greatness of love!   It afflicts even one skilled in the arts.  And
it is said:
 3.	The dolphin-bannered god (of love) torments one skilled in
the arts, laughs at a holy man, mocks a scholar, and lays low the
most resolute, all in an instant.	'	Furthermore:
 4.	The fool who enters into the flame of a mistress makes kindling
wood of scriptural lore, righteousness, ascetic devotion, morality,
knowledge, and exalted character.
 5.	His raoney v&nisht, the end of his strength, disgrace to his
fat&Qy too, or even impending death—-a man in love sees none
of all this/*

